Fhae b ovaininboai: g

e e e T

! Be

KOICKING WITH ELVIS
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Flvis Presley, left, and
Charlle Parkier practice karate In o photo talien
several yenry ago. Parker was a close friend of the late

An old friend of Elvis
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I'l.l.l;l;l n'*d roll star, The piﬁrlu belongs to Pan
of Evanston, who studles karate under Parker and
teaches the martial art in Evanston.
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Karate

naster
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student in Evanstion
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By STEVE KODAD

¢ harlie Parker has seen almost
everyihing during his 5% years on
ity planet,

Oune thing he hasn’t seen 1
young karate talent much better
than the students in Paul Milly’
cliass in Dvanston.,

Parker is o semor grand master,
10th depree black belt i Kempo
karate, He vistted Bvanston last
week to visit Mills, a fifth degree
black belt who stitt stadies under
P ker

“Panl Mills v one of my top
ack bBelts,” Parker saud, MPaal s
known nationally and  interna-
pionally breeause he is extremely
profivient, When people find ou
W i from Pvanston, Wyo., they
dosn't believe it They think a small
city conldn’t produce someone of
his valiber,

Ui talents were guite apparent
tat Mally' karate class).  His
sieddents are as pood as P've seen
cvevywhere, They were really
popping.”
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Parker, a Hawail native, now
resides in Pasadena, Calif. “My
heart is in Hawaii, but my pocket-
hook is up here (in the mainland
11.S.)." Parker said.

The karate expert travels all over
the world teaching the Kempo
system of karate. After he left
Fvanston, he planned to give tests
and scuinars at several locations
on the east coast, including New
York and Baltimore.

Parker has rubbed elbows with
many celebrities during his carcer.
He signed a contract with Para-
mount Studios in Hollywood to
choreograph fight scenes in four
action-adventure movies. He also
worked with producer Blake b
wards in several Pink Panther films
that starred the late Peter Scellers.

“Rlake has been a friend of mine
for years, and he is also a karate
student,” Parker said.

Bruce Lee, perhaps the most
famous karate kicker in the world,

thanks to his rofes in feature films,

STUDENT AND TEACHER -~ Paul Mills, left, of Evanston, a fifth
degree black beit in Kempo karate, posed with his teacher, Charlle
Parker, when the senlor grand master visited Evanaton recently. Parker
Is m 10th degice black beli. Many celebrities have studies karate under
Parker, including the late Elvls Presley.

stayed with Parker in his younger
days.

"1 got him the job of Kato in the
‘Green Hornet' series,” Parker
said. “When | saw this kid, 1 said,
‘Get him on film! He will revolu-
tionize our industry,” which he
dul,”

Parker has taught karate to
many celebrities, including Bill
Cosby, Robert Culp, Sidney Por-
tier, William Shattner, Warren
Beatty and Joey Bishop, to name
a few. Many children of celebrities
have also studied under Parker, n-
cluding the children of Michael
Tucker and Jill Eikenberry of the
hit TV wries, "L.A. Law.” Parker
satd Tucker also plans to start su-
dying under him in the near future.

Elvis: old friends

Perhaps Parker’s most famous
student and friend was the late
Elvis Presley.

“Elvis and 1 were wery, very
close,” Parker said. "1 did not
work for him, When he had
premonitions of danger, 1 would go
on board with him on tour.

“Why did he enjoy my friend.
ship? | was not a yes guy. | gave
him honest answers,”

Parker said Elvis showered him
with gifts.

“He once bought me a white
Cadillac -~ he paid cash for it,"
Parker said. ""Then he goes down
the next day and spends 311,000
on a mink coat for my wife,
because he dido't want her to feel
slighted.

“He was a nice, good individual.
1t's too bad all the dirt has to come
out."”

Parker laid to rest any -~ amors
that Flvis is stitl alive,

“He was dead ~ that was his
bady | touched in the coffin,”
Parker said. 'l was alone with the
coffin for 15 minutes. That was his
body in the coffin,”

Parker said he had a close
friendship with Eivis for 17 years.




